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People have
their say

The way we were

FILE PHOTO
March 2013: Matthew Johnson, 4, left, and his twin sister, Peyton, both of Jaffrey, met Mickey Mouse on their family’s trip
to Disney World. Matthew, who was diagnosed with a cancerous brain tumor in 2011, was a recipient of Make-A-Wish, a
foundation that grants wishes for children with life-threatening illnesses .

Ed i to r i a l

Events of next week will have a tremendous impact on
the towns and schools of the Monadnock region, except in
Peterborough, which takes its turn in May.

Whether at an election with a traditional Town Meeting
to follow or a single ballot day in an SB2 town, residents
will elect local public officials and make decisions on a host
of spending and policy initiatives, including town and
school district budgets and zoning amendments.

Of particular interest is the vote on the Jaffrey-Rindge
school budget. The district is operating under a $27.1 mil-
lion default budget because residents voted the budget
down last year. The district is proposing a $30.4 million
budget this year. Superintendent Reuben Duncan has said
that if the budget fails again, the district likely will see
teacher layoffs and program cuts. This year, attrition and
switching to block scheduling allowed the district to avoid
these measures.

Jaffrey and Hancock are among the towns where resi-
dents will be voting on adopting community power, which is
intended to allow towns to negotiate options for lower elec-
tricity prices and increased renewable energy for their res-
idents. 

In the Mascenic schools, the district is looking to add
full-day kindergarten, at a net cost of $59,909, after 83 per-
cent of district residents who responded to a poll supported
the concept. Whether support in a poll translates into ap-
proval once a cost is involved will be up to voters.

Every election is important in its own way, but Town
Meeting, or the ballot box in SB2 towns, gives residents an
opportunity to directly determine the fate of their town or
school district. People can decide if the articles presented
to them pass muster, and either accept or reject them.
They can also amend them either at Town Meeting or the
deliberative session before the election in an SB2 town.

Not only that, people get to decide which of their fellow
residents set and enforce policies, many of which they’ve
determined themselves at Town Meeting or the ballot
box.

It is a tremendous responsibility and opportunity, and
for nearly everyone, it happens next week. Take advantage
of it; our towns and schools will be better for it.
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Letters to the Editor

Ratcliffe for
Jaffrey-Rindge board

I am writing to endorse
Chris Ratcliffe for the JRCSD
School Board position. I have
had the privilege of coaching
alongside Chris for the Rindge
Recreation youth basketball
program and can attest to his
strong work ethic, leadership
skills and team-player attitude.

Chris is friendly, approach-
able, a great communicator and
genuinely cares about our com-
munity. He is a parent of school-
age children who has been an
involved member of the com-
munity for many years and has
a true passion for wanting to
serve in this position. His pro-
fessional and educational back-
ground will only benefit the
growth of the school district.

I believe Chris Ratcliffe is
the best candidate for the job
and I hope you join me and the
many others who enthusiasti-
cally support his candidacy.

MEGHAN CARUANA
R i n dge

only a distinguished member
of the Temple community, his
breadth of experience in town
governance is unparalleled,
making him uniquely quali-
fied. His attention to Temple's
environmental, social, politi-
cal and financial welfare is
evidenced by his countless
engagements in 23 years of
residency. His resume is
nothing short of a biography
of what one man can do vol-
untarily for his community.
Could that we all be such a
ser vant.

His personal manner is
measured, calm, insightful
and thoughtful. He has shown
a unique predilection to know
why things are, not relying
blindly on outside legal and
administrative authority. He
knows how to, and does, read
the documents he is required
to sign and policies he must
implement. In many ways he
is a quintessential executive.
He has rarely if ever engaged
in “ad hominem” attacks in
spite of uncalled-for
grievances against him. His
integrity and loyalty to duty
and obligation are un-
matched.

Additionally, Kieley's elec-
tion is a necessary tonic to
what is clearly now a “cozy
club” of Temple selectman
who have been “boarding” to-
gether far too long for their
sound judgment and Temple's
welfare. A term limit for the
current selectman running
for re-election, Bill Ezell, is
in order notwithstanding our
genuine gratitude for the
merits of his service.

Elect John Kieley, and give
our environment, our policies,
our finances and our wellbeing
a new and distinguished life.

PETER ALLEN 
Temple   

Shopping for the
best electricity
d ea l s

Eversource electricity
customers are currently
paying a high rate. Fortu-
nately for Peterborough res-
idents, when Peterborough
Community Power (PCP)
launches near the end of
April, you will automatically
be switched from Ever-
source to PCP. And your
rates will be lower, too.

Another way some could
get lower rates would be to
sign a contract with a “c o m-
petitive energy supplier”
(CES). I recommend read-
ing the details of any con-
tract before signing, includ-
ing possible penalties if you
choose to exit the CES be-
fore the contract period has
ended. With a CES, you’ll
get a guaranteed rate for a
specified length of time. Af-
ter that, you’ll need to keep
an eye on their rate com-
pared to the Eversource
rates, because, when Ever-
source renews its offering
once every six months, if
market conditions are favor-
able, its rate may prove to
be lower than the CES rate.

Peterborough Commu-
nity Power will also change
rates every six months with
the intention of always offer-
ing a rate lower than Ever-
source’s. PCP will employ a
flexible, continuously ad-
justed electricity purchase
process, plus a reserve
fund, to ensure that PCP
customers will always be
getting a good deal.

If you are currently under
contract to a CES, check out
PCP rates at the time your
renewal is coming up. You
can switch to PCP with a sim-
ple phone call or website visit.

There will never be any
penalty for switching to or
from PCP. Look for informa-
tion about this, and about an
upcoming info session, in your
mail as PCP gets closer to
launch.

JOEL HUBERMAN
Co-chair, Peterborough

Community Power Committee

being their dad.
Family, kids and commu-

nity are at the core of all I
do. As a school board mem-
ber, I’ll value the education
of all our Rindge children as
if they were my own. Our
Jaffrey-Rindge schools
have a mission to inspire,
engage and empower all
learners to thrive in their
lives and communities. In
order to achieve these lofty
goals, smart and steady
leadership is needed. I will
provide that. 

Our schools face many
challenges to ensure that ev-
ery student is given the tools
that they need to be success-
ful. I understand these issues
and, if elected, pledge to work
with my fellow board mem-
bers to solve tough problems
and make the schools the
places our kids deserve to
have.

As citizens of Rindge,
you deserve to know who
you are voting for. Although
I’m highly involved and visi-
ble in town, I don’t know ev-
eryone. With one week until
the election, I’m looking to
connect with as many of
you as possible in order to
earn your vote. I’ll be at
Rindge Candidates’ Night
on Tuesday, March 7, to
meet you and answer any
questions. Please visit my
Facebook page dedicated to
my campaign to learn more
about me and other
chances to talk before the
election.  Please get out
and vote on March 14.

CHRIS RATCLIFFE 
R i n dge

Select John Kieley
John Kieley is a candidate

for our Temple Select Board. I
support him and enthusiasti-
cally recommend his election.

Kieley is indisputably not

Bring Kieley
back to board

Temple needs change. I
have served on the Temple
Select Board with both John
Kieley and Bill Ezell in the
past, so I am familiar with
the skills of each. Kieley is far
superior in being prepared
and unbiased with every is-
sue that comes up. He clearly
demonstrated this in his nine
years previously serving the
town as selectman. We need
to bring him back.

Temple faces some very
difficult issues with zoning
and enforcement that will re-
quire a selectman to deal in-
telligently and fairly. John
Kieley is the one who can do
that. I regret that our present
select board favors special in-
terests over the good of the
town. We need change.

Vote John Kieley.

GAIL CROMWELL
Te mp l e

Vote for Ratcliffe
I would like to encourage the

voters of Rindge to vote for Chris
Radcliffe for School Board. He
has been a good friend for a few
years now and I know that he's a
hard worker and a wonderful fa-
ther. He'll have the best interests
of our children and our wallets.

WILLIAM HERZOG
R i n dge

Voters can bring
Kieley back

Te m p l e ’s Select Board
members are called on to
work hard in service to all
townspeople, to consider all
sides of an issue, be well in-
formed about RSAs and to
make fair and impartial de-
cisions. Temple is growing,
changing and facing impor-
tant decisions. This month,
Temple voters will have the
choice to vote for the Select
Board incumbent, Bill Ezell,
or to bring back John
Kieley, who served previ-
ously in that position for
nine years.

Kieley brought intelli-
gence, dedication and ex-
pertise to the position and
made a point of learning
New Hampshire law as it
pertains to the town. He fol-
lows through and gets
things done. This would be a
good moment to take advan-
tage of his many skills and
his sincere desire to do
what’s best for Temple.
Meet your choices in person
or on Zoom on March 9.
Candidates’ night will be
available to view from
home. Find the Zoom link
at templenh.org/news, and
click on Candidates Night. 

JULIE MCADOO
Te mp l e  

Ratcliffe states
his case

I’m Chris Ratcliffe and
I’m seeking a Rindge seat
on the Jaffrey-Rindge
School Board. If you are a
regular reader of this paper,
you may wonder if I’m re-
lated to “Over in Rindge”
columnist Taylor Ratcliffe. 
I’m happy to confirm that
she is my wife and we have
made Rindge our home for
the past 18 years, where we
are raising three great kids.
My proudest claim to fame
and most-important job is

Ratcliffe is
the choice

My vote is for Chris Rat-
cliffe for JRCSD School
Board.

I'll keep it short. I haven't
known him all my or his life.
I've known him long enough
to know he is a perfect fit for
the school board with his ex-
perience in the workforce, his
background, being a father,
his intelligence, fairness and
drive to make this a better
place, his consideration for
others and his solid values.

Consider Chris Ratcliffe
for your vote on Tuesday,
March 14.

RAY SIEKIERSKI
R i n dge

Editor ’s note: The Ledger-
Transcript will accept Town
Meeting letters through the
March 14 issue, but this is the
last issue for election letters.
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Joel Huberman


